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Kathy Knapp 
Sharon Stroh  

 
 

SHOW SCHEDULE 
 
Registration and bloom staging can be done on Friday and/or Saturday during the times 
shown below.   
 
Friday, September 12 
Chelsea Depot Set-Up:  2pm 
Staging Blooms:  4pm – 10pm 
 
Saturday, September 13 
Staging Blooms:  6am-10am 
Table Organization:  10am – 11am 
Judges Meeting:  10:30am 
Judging:  11am-1pm 
Open to the Public:  1pm – 8pm 
 
Sunday, September 14 
Open to the Public:  10am – 3pm 
Flower Give Away:  3pm 
Clean-Up:  3pm -  
  

 
 

SHOW RULES 
 

1. Any dahlia grower can exhibit in the show and receive a ribbon for the 
appropriate section.  To be eligible for a cash prize, a person must be a member 
of the Michigan Dahlia Society prior to judging. Membership dues may be paid 
during registration if desired. 

 
2. Exhibitors must first register with the clerk and receive an exhibitor's number to 

be used on all his/her entry tags. 
a. Must be completely filled out by the exhibitor  

i. using black or blue ink 
ii. placed when exhibits are staged 



b. The exhibitor's name, number or any means of identification must be 
sealed until after the judging. 

c. Include the correct “Section” on all entry tags 
 

3. All entries must be completed by 10 AM on the Saturday of the show, after which 
time they shall be under the exclusive charge of the Show Committee. No exhibit 
shall be removed before 3 PM on the final day of the show without committee 
approval. The building will be open to exhibitors at 6:00 AM. All blooms shall be 
the property of the committee.  

 
4. For single ADS blooms, shower must select a category: 

a. Novice: 
i. Anyone exhibiting dahlias for the first time 

ii. New exhibitors can exhibit in this category for three years 
b. Experienced:  

i. Has shown more than 3 years as a novice 
ii. Or has shown before and is confident in staging 

 

5. Only Novices to show in Section D, Non-Classified single blooms 
 

6. Exhibition Limits: Due to space constraint of our venue, an exhibitor is limited 
to a maximum of 20 single bloom entries, 3 triple bloom entries, 1 in each 
bouquet category and 2 in each photo category. 
 

7. All blooms in a single bloom and 3 bloom class must be grown by the exhibitor.  
Arrangements can contain flowers not grown by the exhibitor.  Photos entries 
must be photographed by the exhibitor. 
 

8. Standard containers shall be furnished for single and triple blooms. Exhibitors 
must furnish containers for entries in those classes requiring vases, bowls, and 
baskets and for classes to be judged for artistic effect.   
 

9. Wiring of stems, or artificial support of stems or blooms above the container is 
not allowed. Blooms must be disbudded and should show at least one pair of 
leaves.  Fully double flowers will unfortunately be disqualified if their centers are 
blown open. 

 
10. All blooms become the property of the Society.  No blooms may be removed 

from the show except with the consent of the Show Committee.  If you would like 
to have your container back, please work with someone at the show to have it set 
aside before flowers are made available to the public to take. 
 

11. The Show Committee reserves the right to interpret and make any decisions 
pertaining to the rules and make clarifications as they may arise. 
 

 



* people’s choice award category 

 
 

EXHIBITION SECTIONS 
            

Section  ADS Classified Entries, ADS Judged 
ADS Classifications can be found on www.dahlia.org classify 

A Novice 
One Bloom 

AA, A 
0001- 
1515 

B 
2001-
2515 

BB 
3001-
3515 

M, MC 
4001-
5515 

BA, MB, P 
6001- 
6216 

ST, WL, NX 
7001- 
7715 

Open  
Center 

8001-9715 

B Experienced 
One Bloom 

AA, A 
0001- 
1515 

B 
2001-
2515 

BB 
3001-
3515 

M, MC 
4001-
5515 

BA, MB, P 
6001- 
6216 

ST, WL, NX 
7001- 
7715 

Open 
Center 

8001-9715  

C 
Open to All 
Three Blooms 
One Variety 

All Forms 0001 - 9715 

   Non-ADS Classified Blooms 

D 
Novice 
Non-classified All Forms* 
One bloom  

People’s choice “most intriguing bloom” 
All Forms 

E 
Open to All 
Seedling All Forms* 
One Bloom 

People’s Choice Best Bloom 
 Seedling All Forms, 1st, 2nd or 3rd year 

  ADS or Non-ADS Blooms  

F 
Open to All 
Festival Flower* 
Any Collarette 

People’s Choice Best Collarette 

G 
Open to All 
Arrangement 
Market Bouquet * 

People’s Choice best Market Bouquet 
Arrange flowers in a hand tied bouquet secured with a rubber band (twine or 
ribbon may be added over top) and display in a quart size mason jar. The price 
range for this bouquet should be $25-35 with no more than 25 stems total.  Filler 
flowers and foliage allowed. 

H 
Open to All 
Arrangement 
Monochrome 

Judged Best Monochrome Arrangement 
Choose one color and stick to it! All dahlias, filler flowers and foliage should be in 
the same tone. Incorporate different dahlia forms for added texture and interest. 
Example: Red- bright fire engine red to deep burgundy tones can be used but no 
orange or yellow. The more you can keep things the same color the better, you 
may want to minimize flowers that contain other colors such as ones with brightly 
colored centers, bicolor petals, etc.  

J 
Open to All 
Arrangement 
Ikebana 

Judged Best Ikebana Arrangement 
Inspired by the Japanese flower arranging art form. For this category, please use a 
flower frog of any kind (pin, ceramic, metal, glass). Flower design should be airy 
and open feeling with both the flower frog and water's surface visible. Filler 
flowers and foliage allowed but dahlias should be the focus. 

K 
Open to All 
Photo 
Single bloom 

Judged Best Single Bloom Photo 
4x6 photo, photographed in the last 2 years.  Single bloom.  Close up is allowed 
(not required to show the entire bloom). 

L 

Open to All 
Photo 
Dahlia(s) with critters or 
people * 

People’s choice Best Photo of Dahlias with Critters or People 
4x6 photo, photographed in the last 2 years.  Dahlia(s) with people or critters. 



 

12. Judged Awards:   
 
The ADS classified flowers will be given 1st, 2nd and 3rd place stickers for each 
form in each size (same first 2 digits of the classification compete).  Stickers are 
placed on entry tags. 
 
The winners in each of the Judged Sections above will receive 1st, 2nd and 3rd 
place ribbons.  First place winners receive a cash prize of $10.  Judged sections 
include A, B, C, H, J and K. 
 

13. Special Awards:  
 
Novice “Section A” Best Novice Bloom in Show will receive the Annise and Fred 
Nicholas Award of $50.  All blooms in Section A will compete for Best in Show. 
 
* People’s Choice Awards will receive a ribbon and $20.  People’s Choice 
Awards are determined by voting during Saturday’s show and will be announced 
Sunday. People’s Choice sections are D, E, F, G and L 
1: Best Festival Flower of the Year 
2: Novice Non-ADS “Most Intriguing Bloom”’ 
3: Best Seedling 
4: Best Arrangement Market Bouquet 
5: Best Photo of Dahlias with people or critters 
 
 

 


